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P H I L A N T H R O P Y
30+ ways the creative community can give back this November
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do good, feel good!

The Rising Tide Society began as a conversation with dear 
friends about the loneliness that entrepreneurship can bring and 
has transformed into an international movement for creative 
entrepreneurs and small business owners built on a foundation of 
community over competition.

In June 2016, The Rising Tide Society welcomed the opportunity 
to join hearts with HoneyBook, a values-driven software company 
reimagining the way creative professionals work with their 
colleagues and clients.

Our marriage has empowered us with the resources to continue 
rapidly bringing local TuesdaysTogether meet-ups, accessible 
education, and affordable tools for small business creatives to 
thousands more across the world!

We also dedicate ourselves to supporting non-profits and 
organizations we are passionate about. To date, we’ve given 
$60,000+ to non-profits and organizations including The School 
Sessions, U.S. Dream Academy, The Birthday Party Project, Thirst 
Relief, and more.

This month, we are honored to share over 30 unique ways for 
creative entrepreneurs across the world to join us in giving back.

Special thanks to our RTS community members Ashley Gerrity, 
Megan Charleston, Laura Hernandez, Brittany Collier, and Nina 
Mullins for contributing this month! 

are better together, read our story:
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Philanthropic fuel for your November initiatives

by Anthony Battistella

Flower Donation - After a busy wedding 
weekend, florists/brides/etc. can donate 
their extra flowers to homeless shelters, 
hospitals, or nursing homes. Often times 
companies will send a representative to 
your storefront or home to pick them up 
in case you cannot deliver to them.

Donate Prints - There are so very many 
associations searching for prizes for 
raffles, giveaways, or even drawings. 
Parent-Teacher Associations (PTA) are 
great for these. Often, they will hold a 
raffle to help raise funds to take kids on 
a field trip to a science museum or 
another educational adventure.

Host a Class - If you are comfortable 
getting in front of a group of people and 
want to share your expertise, give a free 
"Intro to X" class. Schools, among other 
organizations, will let you host an event 
for free if you are not accepting payment. 
Consider a library or another type of 
establishment with a meeting space.

Newborn/Family Photos - There are 
families everywhere who are not able 
to hire a photographer to capture 
monumental moments in their family’s life. 
Consider providing a shoot for a newborn 
or for a mother and her children who had 
the courage to escape an abusive home 
and now reside in a battered women 
shelter.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Holiday Party - Host a holiday party with 
your TuesdaysTogether group. You can 
sell tickets for attendance, host a raffle, 
and donate the proceeds.

The holiday season is such a special 
time of year. This crew of creatives 
knows more than anyone what it means 
to be selfless. I encourage you all to find 
the time this November to give back. 
Whether that means skydiving for 
Spina Bifida or helping an old lady 
across the street. If it feels good, it IS 
good. All I ask is that you feel good about 
what you do this month, whatever form 
that takes. To quote one of my favorite 
do-gooders, Ellen DeGeneres, be kind to 
one another. 



Non-Profit Organizations - Searching for 
local NPOs in your community can be a 
great route. Most NPOs are pleased with 
any sort of positive exposure and 
welcome help when it is free. Whether it 
is small or large, try contacting the lead 
of media relations or communications. 
Let them know who you are, what your 
goals are, and how you’d like to help.

Host a Wedding - Come together to host 
a small wedding for a couple in need. Use 
your wide array of talents to give them a 
perfect start to their happily ever after.

Animal Shelters - Donate your time to 
help clean up the shelter, play with the 
animals, bake treats, etc.

School Supply Drive - Fill backpacks with 
new school supplies and donate to local 
districts in need.

Donate Earnings - It’s possible that the 
desire to give back lives within you, but 
we know how busy you are and that you 
may not have the time to initiate a 
movement. Instead, consider donating 
10%, 20% (or any amount you are 
comfortable with) of your November 
profits to a cause of your choice. Feel 
free to highlight this donation and 
cause on your website, social media, 
or business cards.
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Help-Portrait - A global movement 
of photographers, hairstylists, and 
makeup artists using their time and 
expertise to give back to those in 
need. (www.help-portrait.com)

Sole Hope - Assemble shoes for 
children in 3rd world countries. All 
you’ll need is some old denim and 
plastic bottles. (www.solehope.org)

Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep - 
Committed to assisting parents and 
families experiencing early infant 
loss, NILMDTS connects families 
with volunteer photographers who 
donate the gift of infant 
remembrance photography. 
(www.nowilaymedowntosleep.org)

The Birthday Party Project - 
A mission to bring joy to homeless 
children through the magic of 
birthdays. The Birthday Party 
Project hosts parties at many 
wonderful agencies around the 
country each month.
(www.thebirthdaypartyproject.org)

ORGANIZATIONS WE LOVE



One of the simplest things I have done has 
been to sign up to take the dogs at the shelter 
near my studio for a walk. Even if I just pop out 
for a few minutes of fresh air with a dog, I feel 
refreshed and at the same time, I know I'm 
helping a local cause. 

I also take into account charitable gifting 
during the holidays! For example, I'm having a 
"family portrait" of my two dogs and myself 
taken during a shoot where all proceeds are 
going to a local organization.

Don't forget that philanthropy doesn't have to 
be epic or formally organized to be impactful. 
The other day, I was walking with a friend and 
we saw a gentleman trying to get his little cart 
up over the sidewalk. In five seconds, we were 
able to give him a hand and be on our way!

LEADERS SPOTLIGHT

Being a solopreneur can be incredibly 
isolating, but giving back has been one way to 
make sure I stay connected with the world 
around me! I've made great personal and 
professional friendships through my work with 
a local domestic violence shelter, animal 
shelters, and as a wish granter and board 
member for Wish Upon a Wedding. It's easy to 
feel like we don't have the time to give back, 
but it is actually a great way to spend time with 
friends and family—volunteer together! 

Ashley Gerrity // Photographer



Megan Charleston // Artist

LEADERS SPOTLIGHT

One of my favorite memories of the 
TuesdaysTogether NYC group is thinking back 
to our first philanthropy month last December. 
We decided to collect art supplies for future 
creatives and donated gift baskets full of 
awesome goodies for 3–6th graders at a 
charter school in Brooklyn. 

A couple of moments about this project blew 
my mind. When I asked people to bring 
“something small” to our collection meeting, I 
could hardly carry the amount of supplies that 
people had donated. (I rode the subway home 
that night with a huge smile on my face—and 
many people staring!) People also offered to 
drop off supplies at my house, which is way 
out of the way for most people. 

I’ll never forget the look on my young 
daughter's face when she saw all of the 
“presents” we had collected. She even helped 
make the gifts really personal for each student. 
And the look on the faces of the school staff 
when I showed up, double-parked, and carted 
in tons of art supplies was absolutely priceless! 

We may think that small projects don't matter, 
but this little holiday art project proved 
otherwise! So, start small. You will be 
absolutely amazed by the generosity of others.



• Kiva 
www.kiva.org

• American Red Cross 
www.redcross.org

• Teach For America 
www.teachforamerica.org

• World Wildlife Fund 
www.worldwildlife.org

• Doctors Without Borders 
www.doctorswithoutborders.org

• Feeding America 
www.feedingamerica.org

• ASPCA 
www.aspca.org

• Human Rights Campaign 
www.hrc.org

• Human Rights Watch 
www.hrw.org

• UNICEF 
          www.unicef.org

• Save the Children 
www.savethechildren.org

• The Trevor Project 
www.thetrevorproject.org

• International Rescue Committee 
www.rescue.org

• Wildlife Conservation Society 
www.wcs.org

• Operation Blessing 
www.ob.org

• Disabled American Veterans 
www.dav.org

• Creative Commons 
www.creativecommons.org

• St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
www.stjude.org

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
MAKING AN IMPACT
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Together, we are bringing local TuesdaysTogether meet-ups and 
accessible education for small business creatives to tens of 
thousands across the world! 

We also offer affordable tools to empower creative entrepreneurs 
that have taken the leap to transform their talents and passions 
into thriving businesses… 

RTS members, join with our family rate!

SAVE $100
bit.ly/RTSplusHB

Get organized and manage all your client 
communications, contracts, and finances in one place

Give clients the easy, professional experience they 
deserve with online contracts, signatures, and payments

Save up to 500 hours a year on creation of proposals, 
invoices, and chasing down client payments

on your HoneyBook Lifetime Membership

are better together
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